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SERMON 


To encourage the 


| Riformiti on 2 MM amr, 
— 9—— + LIES 
Exod. XVII. 11. 


And it came to paſs, that when Moſes 

held up his Hand, Iſrael prevailed; 
and when he lt down his Hand, 
Amalck prevailed. 


HO the Deſign of my Diſcourſe 
be derived from this Sentence 
in the Hiſtory, yet it is neceſ- 

lary 85 the Scene of the whole Action 

be e, and the Field of Battle ſpread 

before us; then we ſhall ſee this 
A 3 


6 A ReformationSerman. 
in its true Light, and the Diſcourſe will 
proceed in a more regular Conformity 
to the Words; nor can 1 deſcribe the 
Fight with,,Amalek ſo well as Moſes has 
done: Let us read the Account which 
this ancient and divine Hiſtorian has gi- 
ven, beginning at the eighth Verſe. 
Ver. 8. Then came Amalek, and fought 
with Iſrael in Rephidim. 9. And Moſes 
ſaid unto Joſhua, chooſe us out Men, and 
go out, fght with Amalek : To morrow If 
will ftana on the Top of the Hill, with the 
Rod of God in mine Hand. 10. So Joſhua 
did as Moſes had ſaid to him, and fought 
with) Amalek : And Moſes, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the Top of the Hill, 
Ii. And it came to paſs when Moſes 
held up his Hand, that Iſrael prevailed; 
and when he let down his Hand AmalekW 
prevailed, 12. But Moſes Hands were 
heavy, and they took a Stone, and put it 
under him, and he ſat thereon : And Aaron 
aud Hur ſtayed up his Hands, the one on 
the one Side, and the other on the othet 
Side; and his Hands were ſteady until thelfſ 
going down of the Sun. 13. And Joſhua 
aiſcomfited Amalek and his People with the 
Edge of the Sword. 14. And the Lord 
ſaia unto Moſes, Write this for a Memoria 
| J e 
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Reformation Sermon. 7 
in a Book, and rehearſe it in the Ears of 
Joſhua : for ¶ will utterly put out the re- 
membrance of Amalek from under Hea- 
en 15. 4nd Moſes built an Altar, and 
1 Walled the Name of it Jehovaki-nifli, (2. 
- Me.) The Lord is my Banner. 16. For * 
he ſaid, becauſe the Lord has ſworn, that i 
t the Lord will have War with Amalek from 
S Generation to Generation. 9 
a NOT only the Ceremonies of the Jews 
I Fiſh Church, but the Civil Affairs of that 
x Nation in many Inſtances were typical 
a Wot the Chriſtian State: Their Releaſe 
from the Houſe of Bondage, and their 
March thro' the Wilderneſs to Canaan 
I. was a Shadow of our Reſcue from the g 
es Slavery of Sin, and our Travels thro? 'Y 
-;Wthis Defart-World to the Heavenly i 
ek Country. Their Rebellions and Mur- 
re murings, their fiery Serpents and de- 
it ſtructive Plagues which ſwept them a- 4 
onflvay by thouſands were but a Figure 1 
onFlok our Sins and Sorrows, our Back- ' 
berlidings and divine Judgments. This 1 
the's evident to thoſe who will read and 1 
wabelieve what St. Paul writes to the Co- 5 | 
hegrinthians, Ep. 1. Chap. 10. Where, after 
ruhe had briefly recounted their Tranſ- | 
aiagreſſions and Puniſhments, he aſſerts, | 
15 | 44 ver. a 
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wer. 11. that all theſe N happened unto 
them for Examples, or Types, as it is in 
the Original ; or theſe things f out typi- 
cally, Tumn&s, as the Alexandrine Manu- 
ſcript in the Royal Library bids us read 


are written for our Admoni. 


it ; they fe 
tion, upon whom the Ends of the World are 
come. 


The Enemies they met with in their 
way repreſent thoſe Sinners that vex the 
Chriſtian Church in its Journey through 
this mortal State; and Amalek may 
well figure out the biggeſt Impieties, 
the moſt daring and profane Wretches, 
againſt whom it concerns a Chriſtian to 
make his utmoſt Efforts: For theſe were 
the People that came firſt out againſt 
Hrael, juſt after their Eſcape from the 
Hand of Pharaoh: They came out with 


Violence and without any Provocation; 


they were thoſe againſt whom the Lord 
ſware he would have everlaſting War, v. 16. 
or ſuch whoſe Hand was lifted up ag ainſt 
the Throne of the Lord, (as ſome tranſlate 
this Phraſe.) *Tis a Deſcription of 


Sins and Sinners of a bold and impious 
Character, that fight directly againſt 
Heaven and Holineſs, againſt the Light 
of Nature and the Laws of God 2 

; | 3 5 | * 
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A Reformation Sermon. 9 
Nations: Such as the Lord hath reſol- 
ved that the Remembrance of them ſhall 
utterly be blotted out, ver. 14. | 

"Tis againft ſuch Iniquities. and ſuch 
Tranſgreſſors, Immoralities and Wicked- 
neſſes of the biggeſt Size that you have 
taken up Arms, who appoint and attend 
this Seaſon of Worſhip; and my Soul 
ſhall rejoice if ye may be this Day ani- 
mated to purſue the War. 

Now let us take a Survey of the ſeve- 
ral Perſons that are plac'd 1n their proper 
Poſts and Offices in this Warfare againſt 
Amalek. Here is Moſes, Aaron, and Hur, 
Joſhua, and the choſen Men of Iſrael. 

Moſes the Law-giver, the Supreme 
Magiſtrate: He was King in Jeſhurun 
when the Heads of the People and the Tribes 
of Iſrael were gathered together, Deut. 33. 


4,5. He gave Orders to Joſbua to fight 


the Amalekites, while himſelf ſtood on 
the Top of the Hill, with the Rod of 
God in his Hand. This may be called a 
Rod of Authority and Command, where- 
by his Orders were continu'd : It was a 
Scepter in the Hand of Moſes, and the 
moſt powerful one that ever was held 
1 a Prince: It was a Rod for Signal, 
e an Enſign or Banner, to e 

: e 


4 
L 
: 
l 
1 


the Soldiers: It was a Rod of Faith, for 
by Faith alone it could produce Won- 


1 
4 
ö 
ö 
| 
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ders, Wonders of Deſtruction upon 
Egypt, Wonders of Diviſion upon Rocks 
and Red-Seas, Wonders of Deliverance 
for Iſrael, and all this without any natu- 
ral Force of its own ; for it received all 
its Power from Faith, and from the 
Preſence of Divinity with it, It was 
lifted up conſtantly from an eminent 


Place where Moſes ſtood, whence the ho- 


ly Army might ſee it, and obey Orders, 
and renew their Courage in Battle. Tho 
the Hands of Moſes ſeem to have been 
lifted up alternately, and not together, 
yet becauſe the lifting up of the Hands 
ſometimes in Scripture ſignifies Prayer, 
therefore the conſtant Fervency of In- 
terceſſion may be alſo implied here; 
and no doubt but theſe earneſt Requeſts 
xo Heaven which this Man of God of- 
fered upon the Mount while the People 
were fighting below, had a mighty In- 
fluence on the Labour and Succeſs of 
the Day. 

Bleſſed be God, we have a Moſes in 
the midſt of us on the Top of the Hill, 
a Queen of a Manly Soul upon the Throne 
of our Britiſh Jrael: She has by her 

; Royal 


| 
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: 


ight with 4malek, ta oppoſe and ſup- 
xreſs the Armies of Iniquity : She ſtill 
olds up the Rod of Command ; and it 
may be well called the Rod of God, not 
only becauſe all Authority is deriv'd 
from God as the Original Source of Go- 
vernment ; but becauſe here it is held 
up in his Quarrel too. It ſhall be called 


a Rod of Faith and of Power, for it has 


wrought Wonders at a Diftance : This 
the Fields of Blenheim witneſs, and the 
Plains of Ramilließ; Wonders of Reſcue 
for the German Empire, and Wonders of 
Liberty for Mankind. Her Hand is ſtill 
ſtretch'd out againſt the Enemies of 
Heaven at home'and abroad; and we 
have ftill Reaſon to believe, that tis 


lifted up in Addreſſes to Heaven by Faith 


and Prayer, that all the Adverſaries of 
the Lord may be overcome. O may her 
Life be precious in the Sight of the Lord, 
and guarded by the Angel of the Cove- 
nant, as the Life of Moſes was! May 


her Days be many, as the Days of Mo. 


ſes! Deut. 34. 7. May her Eye never 
grow dim to the true Intereſt of our ral, 
nor her natural Force and Reſolution to 
fight the Battles of the Lord be ever aba- 


ted ! Aaron 


Royal Proclamations given Order to 


that Office, yet being deſign'd for it, 


12 A Reformation Sermon. 
Aaron is the next Perſon mention'd 


here, Aaron the High-Prieſt, tho per- 
haps he was not at this time inveſted with 


we may take him now under this Cha- 
racter; he was to aſſiſt Moſes in bearing 
up his Hand on the one Side, as Hur on 
the other: We have alſo the Miniſters 


of the Goſpel in our Age attending this 


holy Warfare: Thoſe whom the Favour 
of her Majeſty hath advanced near to her 
Royal Perſon ſupport her Hands in this 
Deſign, encourage her Zeal to lift ap 
this Standard againſt Sin, and afh 

her to pray for Victory : Nor are 
theſe who lye at a Diſtance from the 
Throne, but ſtill within the Verge and 
Shadow of its Protection, leſs zealous in 
their Aſſiſtance of the War, or leſs fer- 
vent in Pleading with God for Suc- 
ceſs. O may our Aarons never grow 
weary of encouraging the Work of Re- 


formation, and giving their utmoſt 


Aid to the pious Deſigns of our Su- 
preme Magiſtrate! May they ſtill re- 
vive and quicken the languiſhing Dilt- 
gence of all that have engaged 1n the 
tame Cauſe! And whereſoever Men are 
join'd in Societies, to build the Houſe” of 

| ? Goa, 
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od, or to demoliſh the Houſes of Satan, 


here let it be always ſaid, that with them 
re the Prophets of God helping them, Ezra 


2 

; Hur follows the mention of Aaron, and 
ne his Poſt is to ſupport the other Hand of 
85% againſt Amalck : His Character 
ſeems to be a prudent Man, and a con- 
ſiderable Counſeller, Exod. 24. 14. when 
Moſes left the Camp of Iſ-ae! for a Seaſon, 
behold, ( faith he to the People) Aaron 
and Hur are with you ; If any Man have 
any Matters to do, let him come unto them. 
The Rod of Power lifted up by the 
Civil Magiſtrate muſt be well manag'd 
by the Hand of Zeal, and the Hand of 
Prudence. Minifters and Counſellors 
are the Supports on each Side to exhort to 
the Work, and adviſe the beſt Methods 
of Performance. All Perſons and Soci- 
eties that are contriving Means of Re- 
formation, fall under the Character of 
Hur; ſuch are thoſe Gentlemen who 
have form'd a Scheme for carrying on 
War with Sin and Sinners, and brought 
their Methods to a Regularity and Con- 
ſiſtence; they have made the Execution 
of them practicable, and much eaſier 
than at firſt. Our Praiſes are due to the 


God 


Ld N wo 


14, A Reformation Sermon. 
God of Wiſdom that ſuch Men are 
found in the Nation, that the prudent Ma 
* not cutoff, nor the Counſellor periſh'd 
from among it us: O may their pious Con 
ſultations be continued in their ſtated Sea. 
fons! May they be executed with daily 
VI our, and attended with growing Sue Hum 
1 CEIS . | | 
4 Juſbua is the chief Perſon concerned in 
| the Execution of theſe Orders of Battle 
| | againſt Amalet; he ventures into the 
Field, and fights the Enemy. The infe- 
riour Magiſtrates of every kind and de- 
gree bear a Reſemblance to his Office, 
and ſhould wear the Image of his Spi- 
rit ; Courage and Reſolution becomes 
each of you that act according to the ſe- 
veral Ranks of your Authority ; fear not 
| the Rage nor the Threats of Amalek, of wh: 
| the moſt profligate and haughty Sinners; (% 
( remember you have the Warrant of Mo- the; 
ſes for what you do: the Supream Magi- Band 
ſtrate ceaſes not to lift up the Rod. 1 
The Choſen Men of 1j-ae/ are the laſt I, 
Character I take notice of here; They I the 
aſſiſt Joſbua in the Performance of his 15 
divine Orders; ſuch are thoſe brave and 
generous Spirits (whether of larger or GO 
meaner outward Circumſtances) - who De 
G purſue 


urſi 
heir 


urſue Sin and Sinners with the Peril of 
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heir Lives, and lead them captive to 
ourts of Juſtice that they may be pu- 
iſhed. In vain had Joſhua received his 
ommands for Battle, if no Man of Js 
4e had ventured into the Field to a 


im; had he went alone, perhaps he 


might have {hin a few Enemies, and 
hen periſh'd himſelf; In vain would a 
agiltrate attempt to ſuppreſs a Nation 
of Sinners if he had none to aid him ; 
but few, very few can come under the 
Notice of his own Eyes, and by the Fear 
of Numbers he might well be diſcou- 
rag'd from puniſhing thoſe few. If there 
were none to difcover the Enemies, or 
to guard himſelf, he could ſcarce fulfil the 
Sentence of the Law againſt them; but 
when Moſes, Aaron and Hur, Joſbua and the 
Choſen Men, all ſtand firm and maintain 
their Poſts, then Amalek is di ſcomfited, 
and. a Nation of Sinners'rooted out. 
There was a Time indeed when Mo- 
jes upon the Banks of the Red Sea ſaid to 
the People, Stand ſtill and ſee the Salvation 
q the Lord, Exod. 14.13. And they ftood 
ill, and the Salvation appeared: But 
God doth not always work Miracles of 
Deliverance without the Uſe of Inſtru- 
ments : 


— — 
* +4" 


ments: Here Joſhua and Iſrael are requi 
red to take up Arms for their own De 
tence; and if the Captains or the Souldi- 
ers had fled from the Battle, Amalek had 
prevailed as well as if Moſes had ceas'd to 
lift up his Hand. I may venture then ts 
lay down this ſeat Truth as the Foun- 
dation of my following Diſcourſe. 
WHEN a War with Sin is begun in 4 
Nation, it mult be carried on without ceaf- 
ing, or Iniquity will prevail, Every one 
muſt ſtand to his Poſt and fulfil his 
Charge, leſt the Troops of the Reforma- 
tion be routed, and Sin with all its Le- 
g10ns overſpread the Country. | 
To render this Propoſition more evi. 
dent to the Mind, and more powerful 
over the Will, I ſhall take this Method. 
( 1.) Prove that Sin will prevail, if the 
War be neglected which you have ſo hap- 
pily begun, and carried on thus far. 
(2 ) Set before you ſome of the dread- 
ul Conſequents of prevailing Iniquity. 
(3.) Remove the Diſcouragements that 
may be ready to make your Hands hang 
1 down in this Work. (4.) By a few in- 
bh; couraging Hints indeavour to raiſe an 
1 that are ſinking, and to ſtrengthen 
your Reſolutions in this glorious Service 
to God and your Country. Firſt, 


D r 
L 


r 
Wie * 


Firſt, We may prove that Iniquity 
will prevail if the War be neglected by 
Icheſe three Conſiderations. 
I. Conſider that the Nature of fallen 
tol Man is turn'd aſide from God, averſe to 
toſfall that is holy, and prone to Wicked- 
in- Ineſs: And if Divine Grace doth not re- 
new the Heart, the Life will grow old in 
4 Tranſgreſſion, and abound in Guile, 
2% Where the Root is Bitterneſs, and the 
ne Tree Vice, every Branch that is not cut 
us off will increaſe and multiply in Fruits 
a- Jof Poyſon and Death; for à corrupt Tree 
e- cannot bring forth good Fruit, if we be- 
leve the Words of our Saviour, Lale 6, 
Ji. 3. And St. Paul affirms, that evil Men 
ul N worſe and worſe, 2 Tim. 3. 13. Concei- 
d. Ned in Sin, and ſhapen in Iniquity, is our 
ne eriginal Character, P/al. 51. 5. And In- 
p- [ants go aſtray from the Womb, as ſoon as 
r. Whey be born, ſpeaking Lies, Pal. 58. 3. 
d- Pin inlarges it {elf with the Stature, and 
y. Nets Strength with Age; and where there 
are no Methods of Check or Reſtraint, 
Wie Children of Adam grow up to Gy- 


ation confirms the Divine Remark of 
Solomon, Eccleſ. 8. 11. Becauſe Sentence a- 
ce Punſt an evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, 

1 B there · 
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Ats in Wickedneſs. Our dayly Obſer- 


therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men 


view, and I think it may deſerve yours, 
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full ſet in them to do evil: The late Di 
courſe on theſe Words demands my Rt 


ſides, while Man is unregenerat: 
and under the full Dominion of Sin, he 
takes occaſion from the Bleflings of Hes 


ven to increaſe in Wantonneſs. Peace ani O 
Plenty are abus d to excite Luxury ani ma 
Luſt; and the Mercies of God are turn Th 
into Weapons of Rebellion to fight af or 
"an him. *Tis the Nature of ſomi be 
rpents to turn the ſweeteſt Food the l 
eat into Venom; and where diſtemperſfi ty 
ed Humours reign in the Body, the rich} ma 
eſt Proviſions nouriſh the Diſeaſe, ani it v 
advance the Miſchief. Such was the Su Th 
of Sodom; I mourn that in our Natioſ not 
we have any Reaſon to ſay our Siſter Sf of 
dom. Let us read Ezek. 16. 48, 49, 50 ror 
with Fear and Trembling, The Lord Th 
ſwears concerning a City that had phe 
many outward Characters of Holinel WI 
upon it, as London can pretend to, tha Op 
ſhe had rivaPd and exceeded that lewd tai 
and infamous People. As I live, J ie 
the Lord God, Sodom thy Siſter hath nag the 
done, ſhe nor her Daughters, as thou ha the 
done, thou and thy Daughters, Behold th bee 


Wu 


A Reformation Sermon. 19 
4 the Iniquity of thy Siſter Sodom, Pride, 
Ji Fulneſs of Bread, and abundance of Tale- 
neſs was in her and in her Daughters, nei- 
Ml ther did ſhe ſtrengthen the Hand of the 


and committed Abomination before me; 
therefore I took them away, as I ſaw good. 
O that the Provinces of Great Britain 
may never follow the vile Example! 
That London had never known her Sins, 
or may root them out ſpeedily, left ſhe 
be Partaker of the ſame fiery Vengeance! 

IT. Conſider the abounding of Iniqui- 
ty before you began this Work of Retor- 
mation, and this will convince you that 
it will abound again if the Work ceaſe. 
Tho perhaps ſome particular Sins were 
not ſo much talk*d of before, yet Sinners 
of various kinds were much more nume- 
rous, more publick and more ſhameleſs. 
The Streets rung with Oaths and Blaſ- 
d phemy ; The Taverns were nightly 
nel} Witneſſes of Luſt and Drunkenneſs; 

Open-houſes of Abomination were main- 
tain'd with many Inhabitants, and the 
Fields were polluted with Lewdaeſs in 
the very face of Heaven, in the ſight of 
che Sun or Stars. But thoſe who have 
deen ingag'd in ns this Sink of 12 
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Poor and Needy : And they were haughty, 
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„ 0 
and driving impudent Crimes into dark 


Corners, thoſe who have fought againſt 
the Powers of Darkneſs With ſo great 
Succels, can inlarge on this Reflection 
plentifully: You may moſt effectually con. 
vince your ſelves, that Crimes will grow 
numerous and ſhameleſs again, if you 
forbear the Proſecution. 

III. Conſider that Sinners are pro- 
vok'd and irritated by War proclaim'd 
againſt them; their Rage is double, and 
they will uſe their utmoſt Efforts to Re- 
venge by augmenting their Forces and 
their Crimes; Poor Revenge, that re. 
bounds againſt themſelves with fiercer 
Violence, and ſhoots the Sting deeper 1n- 
to their own Hearts ; that treaſures up 
more Wrath for their own Souls, and 
bigger Meaſures of Damnation! Praiſed 
be the Lord, that this their Rage is im- 
potent, while the Men of Reformation 
maintain the War; Tho the Wicked jon 
hand in hand, yet they are not unpuniſhed, 
Prov. 11, 21. But you have awaken'd 
their Malice, ſo that you muſt expect 
abounding Villanies, if you ceaſe to re- 
ſiſt them. 17 

Some tooliſh Men indeed have unjuſt- 
ly made this your Reproach, and cry 

our, 
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break out into unknown and uncommon 
« Wickedneſs, by ſhutting up all the Ave- 
« nues of common Sins. But this is a 
Charge very hard to be proved; for 'tis 


*K poſſible that the ſame Wickedneſs was 


practis'd before, tho diſcover'd but of 
late by your Induſtry and Courage. The 
Riſing Sun muſt not be charged with 
the Scenes of Blood and Murder, which 
it only reveals. Beſides, were ſuch Sins 
ſeldom committed before, yet it does by 
no means follow that Reformation is the 
Cauſe of *em now : I believe there were 
no Reformers in Sodom; or if there were, 
ſurely Lot muſt be one : Now Lot would 
once have permitted a common Sin, but 
this did not reſtrain the People from their 
mad Purſuit of unnatural Violence, Af- 
ter all, if this Accuſation were true, yet 
I would ask theſe Men who reproach 
you thus, whether they themſelves would 
freely indulge and cheriſh the Eggs of a 
Cockatrice in their Houſe, leſt while they 
are cruſhing them, now and then a Scor- 
pion ſhould creep out, or a fiery Serpent 
fly abroad? Would they themſelves wil- 
lingly ſleep with a Neſt of Hornets in 


their Bed, leſt by rouzing them they 
their Bed, y B ; 5 ſhoull 
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ſhould ſtir up their Rage, and make 
their Stings more angry and venomous? 
Is it not far better to diſturb the Neſt, 


that they may be unſtung and deſtroy'd 


for ever? but when the Neſt is diſtur. 
bed, you muſt not fleep till you have de: 
ſtroy'd them; Remember they will give 
you no Quarter, and therefore you muſt 
"The e factored 0 
e Second thi ro 15 tO INOW 
you what will be 5 Areadful Conſe- 
2 of prevailing Iniquity: But what 
ongue can ſufficiently deſcribe them, 
or what Ears endure the Deſcription ? 
When Sin reigns. and triumphs over a 
Nation, the Conſequences are fatal and 
infinite, ruinous and everlaſting. The 
Deſtruction extends far, it reaches to the 


Fleſh and Spirit, it involves Poſterity 


' with the preſent Age, and has a terrible 
lt 


Influence upon all the Evils of the World 
to come; If we take but a little Pro- 
ſpe& of a few of them, it may ſerve to 
awaken our Fear, and provoke our drow- 
zy Zeal to Activity that we may pre- 
vent them. : 

I. Great Diſhonour to the Name of 
God, and perpetual Affronts to the Di- 
Vane Majelty will abound amongft - 


3 


If Amalek prevail, the God of Hael will 
be blaſphemed. If the Authority of 
Man and human Puniſhments, which 
are viſible and ſenſible, be not employ'd 
to reſtrain Sinners, they will grow u 


to a Contempt of the Authority of 


who is unſeen, and deſpiſe his moſt aw- 
ful Threatnings ; and becauſe their Ex- 
ecution is delay'd, his Law will be hour- 
ly and impudently violated : If Magi- 
{rates who behold Wickedneſs will not 
puniſh it, the all-ſeeing Eye of God will 
be call'd in queſtion, and his Judgmeat- 
Seat disbelieved ; How doth God know, 
(will the Wicked ſay) can he jadge thro? 
the dark Cloud ? thick Clouds are 4 Cove- 
ring to him that he ſeeth not, and he walketh 
in the Circuit of the Heavens, that is, afar 
off, above us, and takes no Cognizance 
of our Actions, Job 22. 13, 14. the Fools 
will ſay in their Hearts there is no God, 
P/al. 14. 1. Then by Degrees his Provi- 
dence will become a Jeſt, and all his in- 
viſible Terrors a Matter of Dexiſion. 
Now who is there of us willing to have 
our Ears filled with ſuch Language of 
Hell, with publick and loud Curles a- 
gainſt our _— our Re- 
deemer, and our SanClifier ? Can we 
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bear to have all that is ſacred and divine. 
ly dear to us, expoſed to Mockery ? All 
x She we infinitely value, named with 


Contempt? All that we fear and wor- 


ſhip treated with Inſult and Ridicule? 
When God's holy Name and Attributes 
are made the Song of the Drunkards, 
our Hearts may grieve within. us, and 
our Conſciences will ſmite us inwardly 
with a ſharp Reproach, that we never 
aſſiſted the Reformation : While Rivers 
of Tears ſhall low down your Eyes, 
your Lips will take up this doleful Re. 
flection, Alas! how much Share have 
I in the Guilt of theſe wild and open 
« Blaſphemies of my God, becauſe 1 
c“ never did any thing to prevent them 

IT. Univerſa Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements will attend the Practiſe and 
Profeſſion of Piety ; for the more Men 
improve in Wickedneſs themſelves, 
the more will they hate all Appearance 
of Religion in others; and they that will 
live goaly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall be ſure to 
ſaffer Perſecution, 2 Tim. 3. 12. When the 
Fools have ſaid in their Hearts there is no 
God, they will eat up his People as they 
eat Bread, Pfal. 14. 4, All religious Dil- 
eourſe {hall be baniſh'd from Converſa- 


tion, 


— a * 
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with bitter Raillery: this indeed is al- 
ready too frequent, and pious Conference 
is almoſt forbidden amongſt us; but if 
Sin further prevail, Godlineſs will be a- 
traid to appear in any of its Forms; Ver- 
tue muſt hide its Head, and Religion 
will be driven into Corners. Prpfaneneſs 
has grown fo bold theſe forty Years and 
more, that a Saint has been a Word of 
Scoff and Reproach ; in due time every 
thing that looks ſerious will become a 
Scandal, and' if there be any righteous 


Lots amongſt us, their Souls will be vexed 


with the impure Converſation of Sinners, 
2 Pet. 2. 7, 8. A Man ſhall hardly be 
able to attend upon the publick Worſhip 
of God, but he muſt receive Abuſes in 
his way thither ; the high-way of Holineſs 
will be unoccupied, the Travellers to . ion 
will be forced to walk in By-paths, and 
the Frequenters of the Houſe of God 
will ceaſe in our Iſrael, Judg. 5.6, 12, 13. 
but I hope our Deborah is riſen, ſhe is riſen 
a Mother in Iſrael to prevent it: Awake, 
awake, Barak, ariſe every Sox of Courage 
and Authority, every Man of Prudence 
and Zeal, ariſe, and lead this Captivity 
captive ; the Lord make you to have Domi- 

nion 
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nion over thoſe mighty Iniquities that would 
deſtroy all Religion 

III. From the Diſcouragements that 
will attend on the ways of God, a great 

Decay of Piety will enſue among ſome 
of the ſerious Profeſſofs of it: Continual 
Moleſtations will weary out the Spirits 
of Chriſtians in a great Degree, and be- 
cauſe Iniquity abounds the Love of many will 
wax cold, Mar. 24: 12. Now who of 
us is willing to bear this Self. Reflection, 
« Religion is almoſt driven out of the 
« 7 and I have done little to keep it 
« in: Godlineſs is baffled and loſt, and I 
c had not Courage enough to ſtand up for 
« God amongſt the Men of Reformation: 
« Amalek has beaten 1/rae/ out of the Field, 
« and I never drew Sword againſt that 
« curſed Nation; or when I had ſtruck 
« a Stroke or two I laid down my Arms, 
« and ſuffered Amalek to prevail. 

IV. ?T will be a Scandal to our Coun- 
try to ſuffer Sin to pow rampant and 
ſovereign in the midſt of us; we ſhall 
bring a Scandal upon the Goſpel that 
we profeſs, and a Diſhonour upon the 
holy Name of Chriſtians that we bear : 
If the Sins of Heatheniſm yas 
mongſt us, we ſhall be a Reproac 


a- 
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the Chriſtian Faith. Have we ho Ten- 
derneſs for the Name of Chriſt ? Shall 
we permit him to be accounted a Mini- 
ſer of Sin by ſuffering the Works of the 
Devil, which he deſfroy'd, to be built 
u 3 bold Tranſgreſſors? Bold 
Men indeed, that fin againſt the Light 
of Nature under the ſhining Revelations 
of Grace ! In vain have we been fam'd 
for Light and Knowledge, in vain for 
Piety and experimental Godlineſs in the 
Days of our Fathers; but now we ſhall 
grow a By-word among the Nations, and 
an impure Proverb: He ſwears like a Bri- 
ton, He's as drunk as an Engliſh-man, 45 
lewd and profane as a Londoner : Surely 
it will not be very grateful to our Ears, 
if ſuch odious Forms of Speech ſhould 
ariſe in Neighbour-Kingdoms. Righ- 
reouſneſs indeed exalteth a Nation, Prov. 
14. 34. but Sin is a Reproach to any People. 
V. Not Reproaches only will attend 
us, but real and multiply'd Miſchiefs 
will afflict our civil Intereſt, publick and 
private. The publick Aﬀairs of a Na- 
tion mult ſuffer certain Detriment where 
Wickedneſs roves looſe and unreſtrain'd: 
If the Flood-Gates of Sin ate open'd, 
Confuſion will ruſh into the Government 
like 
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like a Deluge. Men that break the 
Bonds of Natural Religion and of Mo- 
rality without Controll, will grow law. 
leſs and ungovernable : When the Yoke 
of a God and of natural Conſcience is 
ſhaken off publickly, the gentleſt Yoke 
of Man will not be long endured ; the 
will ſtand at Defiance with the beſt of 
Governments, they are fit Tinder to re- 
ceive every Spark of Ambition, they are 
ready for Infurrection and publick Tu- 
mult: Tis not Religion, but wild En- 

thuſiaſm or , that ſow the 
Seeds of Treaſon, and turn Subjects into 
Rebels. If I might addreſs any of the 
inferiour Governours of the Nation, I 
would ſay, Are you willing that your 
Authority ſhould be nates and your 
Forms of Power and Juſtice be made a 


Laughing-ſtock ? Are you willing that 


your Seats of Judgment ſhould be inſult- 
ed and thrown down? If not, ſee that 


you maintain them, by pronouncing 


Sentence upon the Wicked, and take Care 
that it be executed ; let it be done with 
Speed, leſt the Contagion of Vice ſpread 
amongſt Numbers, and grow too mighty 
to be ſubdu'd: Wickedneſs burns as the 
Fire, and ſometimes it flies ſuddenly thro? 


4 
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a Community, as a Flame thro? the Trees 


of the Foreſt, or thro? the Buildings of a 
City, if timely Care be not taken to ex- 


tinguiſh it; It ſpreads like a young Gan- 


grene, if the Limb affected be not cut 
off the vital Powers will quickly be too 
weak to reſiſt the growing Miſchief. Let 
Juſtice be exercis'd toward bold Tranſ- 
greſſors, for Juſtice ſometimes 1 
the King as well as Mercy and Tr 
and tho h#'[hrone is (aid to be uphulden 
Mercy, yet a wiſe Ring ſcattereth the Wick- 
ed, and bringeth the Wheel over them, Prov. 
20. 26, 28. 1 

Private Families and particular Per- 
ſons will very ſenſibly ſuffer in their 
Health, in their Eſtates, and 1n other 
Comforts of Life, if Iniquity abound. 
Mhoredom, Wine and new Wine take away 
the Heart, Hoſ. 4. 11. that is, waſt the 
Underſtanding of Men, and turn them 
into Fools and Idolaters, as the next 
Words explain it; which in our Lan- 
guage ſignifies, that Luſt and Drunken- 
neſs weaken the Minds of Men, blind 
their Conſciences, and make Atheiſts 
of them. I need not mention the Wound 
and the Diſhonour that ſuch Sinners ſhall 
get, and the Reproach that ſhall not be wiped 


away, 
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away, Prov. 6. 33. for the foregoing Ver- 
ſes ſpeak ſomething more dreadful, The 
Adultreſs will hunt for the precious Life; 
he that practiſes this Sin /acketh Under. 
ſtanding, for he deſtroys. his own Soul, ver. 
26, 32. Fathers, what will you fay 
when you ſee your Children debauch'd 
in their Principles, and ruin'd by Un- 
cleanneſs ? When you find Atheiſm pre- 
vail in their Hearts, and Irreligion in 
their Lives ? When they break the Bars 
of Paternal Government, and will no 
more be reproved ? When they over-leap 
all the Fences of reſtraining Grace, and 
make haſt to Perdition ? This they have 
learnt of thoſe evil Companions whom 
you never endeavour'd to reform by juſt 

uniſnment. What will you ſay, Fa- 
thers, when you follow your Sons to an 
untimely Grave, and Putrefaction enters 
into their Bones before the Seaſon ; you 
that never did any thing to ſtop this 
growing Plague among thoſe who have 
infected your own Children ? What will 
you ſay, Fathers, when you ſee your 
young Heirs, now grown up to the Size 
of your Hopes and Wiſhes, ſeiz'd and 
drawn away to Execution and the Gib- 
bet, for Crimes which you never took 

| re 
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Men? Mothers, 
what will ye fay——But I muſt forbear 
to addreſs the tender Sex in ſuch Accents 
of Prophetick Sorrow; To preſent your 
Eyes with ſuch Proſpects as theſe, would 
touch your Paſſions too ſenſibly, *rwould 
make the Wound in your Souls too deep, 
and melt you into Tears; Let a Glympſe 
of ſuch mournful Scenes excite you to 
contribute ſomerhing towards the gene- 
ral Reformation. Ye wealthy Citizens, 
the Time may come when you ſhall be 
ſcarce ſecure in your own Dwellings, but 
be robb'd of your Treaſures by nightly 
Villains that will ſatisfy their Luſts by 
Rapine, and make Proviſion for their 
Fleſh by Plunderand Violence : You will 
confeſs the Judgment of God is juſt in 
it, tho the Sin of Man be great ; for that 
you never gave one Penny to carry on the 
Wars of the Lord with Amalek : The A- 
malekites have now fallen upon you, and 
rifled you of many a Pound. 

VI. Fearful Judgments from God will 
enſue; for the Wrath of God will be re- 
veal'd from Heaven ſooner or later againſt 
all Ungoalineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, 
Rom. 1, 18. Fire and Brimſtone may 


come down upon an Iſland as well as up- 


On 
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on the Cities of the Plain; other Coun 
tries are capable of burning Eruptions, 
beſides Naples and Sicily, and the Domi- 
nions of Anti-Chriſt; With the Breath of 
his Mouth the Lord can raiſe an Earth. 

uake that ſhall ſink Great Britain into 

e Sea, and it ſhall be found no more. 
Perhaps God may be now (as it were) 
arguing the Caſe as with Ephraim and 
with 1/rael of old, Hof. 11. 8. How ſhall 
I give thee up, London? How ſhall I deli. 
ver thee, Weſtminſter ? How ſhall I make 
thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as Ze- 
boim ? (which were Twin-Siſters of So- 
dom and Gomorrah, and involv'd in the 
ſame Vengeance, Gen. 14. 8. & 19. 24, 
25.) O that the Heart of the Lord may be 
turned within him, and his Repentings kin- 
aled together, that he may not execute the 
Frerceneſs of his Anger! Yet let not us ſay 
Peace to our ſelves, if unreſtrain'd Vil 
lanies abound*amongſt us: Why ſhould 
England be fo fond and partial to it ſelf, 
as to believe that it ſhall be privileg'd by 
Heaven above all Kingdoms in all Ages? 
Why ſhould we flatter our ſelves that we Þ 
only ſhall be indulg'd to fin with a high 
Hand, and without Puniſhment ? We 
hate the Doctrine of Indulgences, and yet. 

We 


\ 


dled ; If Plagues and Famines, and Fell 4:1; 
reign Armies be reſtrain'd from 0 - 
Coaſts, and Peace and Plenty dwell ia par 
our Borders; God has Judgments of aff 7: 
ſeverer kind to inflict upon us, tho they EA 
are more ſilent and leſs affect our Senſes} {e ; 
He can give us up to the Luſts of ou a 
own Heart, and ſend Judicial Blindneſs: 
He can conſign us over to the ower d 
Satan, to our beloved Lethargy and ſpi 
ritual Death; He can ſuffer the Devil tc 
ſear; our Gonſciences, and to inſpire u 
from Hell to work all Uncleanneſs wil 
Greedineſs; Our Underſtandings may bi 
ſold into the Hands of ſtrong Deluſior 
and the wiſeſt of us be left to believe 
Lye; or God may continue the Meſſe 
gers of his Goſpel in the midſt of us, bu 
give them a new Commiſſion, even tha 
which he gave to the Prophet 1/aish tot 
Ifrael, that a Curſe ſhall attend our Ex 
erciſes of Divine Worſhip : A Drop e 
this fort of Vengeance lighting on u 
will turn our Eyes into Darkneſs, an 
our Hearts into nether Mill-ſtones : an 
after all this his full Indignation may Þ 
pour'd out upon the Land, in moſt fer 

le Initances, nor his Anger be turned 
way from us, but his Hand i 1 
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l. Thus he dealt with the Jews his 
own People; let us read it and fear the 
Parallel; Ja. 6. 10, 11. Go, mate the 
Heart of this People fat, and make their 
Ears heavy, and (but their Eyes : leſt they 
es [ce with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, 
ul and anderſtand with their Heart, and con- 
1s Y vere and be healed. Then ſaid I, Lord, 
"ON how long And he anſwer'd, Until the Ci- 
PHY ties be waſted without Inhabitant, and the 
Houſes without Man, and the Land be ut- 
terly deſolate. The foregoing Chapters 
Twill inform us of the Sins that procur'd 
this Threatning, *rwill be well if we do 
not find our Names or Characters there. 
1 muſt not break off this part of my 
Diſcourſe eg eg. of the _ 
WConſequent of prevailing Iniquity, an 
that is that as fohabiranrs of ach a 
Nation ſhall go down to Hell by Thou- 
ands ; and England that hath been lifted 
up to Heaven by Divine Favours, ſhall 
de thruſt down to the bottomleſs Pit for 
ter aggravated Abominations. Eternal 
Death is the Wages of Sin; and can we 
tar this Thought, that the Place of Tor- 
enfnent ſhall be throng'd with our Neigh- 
ed ours and Acquaintance, and the Domi- 
# 04Vtions of Hell peopled out of the Land of 
fil C 2 our 
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our Nativity? Multitudes, Multitudes in 
the Valley of Deciſion, when the Heathens 
ſhall be awakened, when the Lord ſhall ſi 
there to judge the Nations round about, 
Joel 3. 12, 14. What a terrible Fore- 
thought is it, if almoſt all Exgland ſhould 
be plac'd at the Left-hand of the Judge 
in that day, and fall under the Sentence, 
Depart ye curſed? And perhaps Numbers 
of our own Kindred, ruin'd by the grow 
ing Vices of the Nation, ſhall ſtand a. 
mongſt the Guilty, and expect the Ven 
geance. Let a natural Compaſſion touch 
our Hearts here, and move us by propet 
Methods to put a ſtop to ſpreading Wie 
kedneſs. Let us uſe our utmoſt Effort 
to quench that Fire which will burn tc 
the loweſt Hell. 

The ird Propoſal was to mentio 
the Diſcouragements that attend this 
Work of Reformation, and try to re 
move them. * 

I. Reproaches and Scandals have beer 
calt plentitully upon the Societies for Re 
formation: Theſe are ready to fink thi 
Spirits of ſuch as are ingag'd in th 
Work, and affright others from joyn ban 
ing their Aſſiſtance. But have you {Ft 6: 
learn'd Chriſt, as to ſhrink at his Serfleb. 

vice 


vice, 
you, 
ſider 
4 Se: 
thro 
to ta 
mer 
ned! 
the 
jt G 
His! 
leſtr 
pair | 
his b 
ſoe v. 
on; 
as : 
lat; 
10N « 
il 4 
Illi 
bro? 
Ort 
| pl 


der 


* * „ * K % 


A Reformation Sermon. 37 
i vice, and retire becauſe the World hates 
you, and gives you ill Language? Con- 
ſider the Captain of your Salvation, What 
ute Sea of Malice and Reproach he paſt 
re- Ichro' when he came down from Heaven 
Mato take upon him the Work of a Refor: 
gefiner ; The Gentiles had wofully dark- 
ce ned and loſt the Light of Nature; and 
ersthe Jews wretchedly corrupted the Law 
welt God when he came into the World: 
Nis Buſineſs was to reſtore Religion, to 
leſtroy the Works of ghe Devil, and re- 
nir the Ruines of Mankind : This was 
bis bleſſed Errand and Deſign, yet where- 
ever he went, Slander with all her 
ongues ſtood ready to aſſault him; He 
as abuſed with the odious Names' of a 
lutton and a Mine-bibler: His own Na- 
on cry out againſt him, He hath a De- 
il and is mad, John 10. 20. Are ye not 
illing to follow ſo glorious a Leader 
ro Honour and Diſhonour, thro good Re- 
rt and bad Report, eſpecially when he 
nploys you in his own Work too? Con- 
ier him who indur'd the Contradiction of 
thinners againſt himſelf, and diſpis'd the 
dyn ame, as well as indared the Croſs, leſt 
u {Ft be wearied and faint in your Minds, 
Serffeb. 12. 2, 3. And conſider that moſt 
ice N CY: | - CO 
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incouraging Diſcourſe which ye havef his 
heard on this Text. The Prophets, the Liv. 
Apoſtles, the Martyrs and Confeſſors 
have even been the Reformers of thefſri 
Age in which they lived: And are we a 
ſhamed to have our Names inſerted in{{ti 
this noble Catalogue? The Reformers of 
Doctrine ſince the Days of Popery are 
mention'd with everlaſting Honour; 
and why ſhoulda Reformer of Lives and 
Manners be reckon'd a ſcandalous Title! 
But let us examing theſe Scandals & little 
mare particularly, that by diſcovering 
the Injuſtice, the Impudence and Falſe 
hood that is mingled with *em, you maj 
learn to deſpiſe them all. I 


(..) They ſay, Je are Buſj-bodies, I. 
the Magiſtrates place to puniſh Vice, *Tii 
bis Work to put the Laws in Exveution, aud 
uot yours. Anſwer them, that ye are but 
Aſſiſtants to the Magiſtrate in that Work 
and all her Majeſty's Subjects are requi 
red to aſſiſt Perſons in Authority in rhe 
Diſcharge of their Office. How could a 
Magiſtrate puniſh Sin, or execute the Pe 
nalties of the Law, if no Criminals were 
found out, and ſeiz'd and brought before 
him? It becomes therefore every gooc 
Subject of the Queen, every Lover 8 
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his Country, and every Servant of the 
Living God, to lend his Hand to this 
Work : You are not call'd to the uncha- 
ritable and Anti-chriftian Task of afflict- 
ing tender Conſciences for different Sen- 
timents in Religion. Prince and People 
are well agreed that Violence is not the 
true Method of promoting the Goſpel of 
Peace. Conſcience is not fo much as 
pretended by the Sinners which you pro- 
ſecute; they are common Nuiſances, 
and the Reformation of em is a publick 
ing} Benefit to Mankind. 4 

(2.) They cry out upon you as ſevere 
end cruel, and uncompaſſionate; that you 
deal hardly with jour Neighbours by bring- 
them to pablick Juſtice, Here I am 
bold to anſwer for you, that it is uneaſy 
ind ſetf-denying Work, and that you 
had rather be imploy'd in propagating 
rk Virtue by milder Methods, if they might 
i but obtain Succeſs. Here I muſt alſo ask 
© Liberty to ſay for my ſelf, that*tis an 
i vaplealing Task to me to excite you to 
accuſe even your vicious Neighbours, and 
awaken the Rod of the Magiſtrate to pu- 
ore niſn them: But I am convinc'd of the 

Neceſſity of "TM on this ſort of War 
againſt Han ers, leſt the whole Nation 
1 Secs become 
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become a Field of Wickedneſs. I hadi and 
rather, much rather preach the Goſpelſ dan 
of the Grace of God, and that large For. dem 
giveneſs of his which hides a MultitudeFſ Car 
of Sins: I had rather be relating to you 
Divine Hiſtories, how the Accuſer of the 
Brethren has been overcome by the Blood of 
the Lamb. But when the Dragon and his 
Angels raiſe a War in a Chriſtian Kiag- 
dom, Michael and his Angels mult fight are 
too, and ſometimes 'tis neceſſary tou wr 
the Weapons of Civil Authority againſt Sw 
them. I was conſtrain'd to this kind ol tr 
Diſcourſe after I had meditated a gent ·¶ ſib 
ler Subject, by ſeveral Gentlemen off wi 
your Number providentially aſſuring me, a 
there was never more need of ſevere Diſ-·¶ en 
Cipline than now : for that you had late G 
ly diſcover'd many Aſſemblies o® unna-J pr 
tural Luſt, and the fatal Contagion was to 
ſpreading among Multitudes. You de -· ¶ ſt 
fired me to excite you all to a vigorous} C 
and mortal Pur ſuit of Wickedneſs in all a1 
its private Haunts and Corners, that it 0 
might be brought to Light, and be rot- 2 
ed out for ever. TIT Won”, 

But I return to anſwer the. Accuſation I f. 
brought againſt you of Cruelty and Unkind-N 5 
eſs: So may a Surgeon be call'd anne J 

| an 
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and cruel, whoſe Deſign is to heal; but a 


dangerous Tumor, or a latent Ulcer. firſt 


demands the Inciſion- Knife, or the Actual 
Cautery; Cutting and Burning muſt be 
the Erl and immediate Work, that the 
dead Fleſh or the Callus may be removed, 
and a way made for healing Medicines. 
Puniſhment is to be inflicted on thoſe on 
whom Perſwaſion has no Force. There 
are ſome Sinners whoſe Conſciences are 
wrapt in Scales of Hardneſs, and the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate is the only In- 
ſtrument that can make way to the ſens 
ſible and tender part, if any ſuch remain 


within: Then perhaps the Thoughts of - 


à God or a Hell may have ſome Influ- 
ence to reclaim, and the Promiſes and 
Graces of the Goſpel be ſucceſsfully 
preached and adminiſtred to allure them 


to Piety. This ſort of Cruelty is an In- 


ſtance of the trueſt Kindneſs. Our Lord 
Chriſt himſelf who was Love incarnate, 
and preach'd the Goſpel of Peace, yet 
once law Reaſon to practiſe puniſhi 
Zeal, when he overiurn'd the Tables of 
the Money-changers, and ſcourged the pro- 
fane Sheep- Merchants out of the Temple, 
John 2. 15. Thus the God-Man whoſe 
Compaſſion to Sinners was ſtronger than 
| Death, 
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42 A Reformation Sermon. 
Death, exercis'd his Anger and Reſent- 
ment againſt the Breakers of the Laws 
of Heaven and his Country, and the 
Tranſgreſſors were whipp'd and fin'd. 
Severe Juſtice toward ſingle Sinners is 
ſometimes made by Divine Grace a bleſ- 
ſed Method of their own Salvation, and 
if it appear hard in ſome particular In. 
ftances, and ſhould not effectually re- 
duce the Tranſgreſſor, yet it is often 
found of neceſſary and happy Uſe for the 
Welfare of a whole Community, by de 
terring others from the ſame Crimes. 
3.) They complain that you are par- 
tial, and have a Reſpeit of Perſons, Same 
jou proſecute without' Merey, and you indulh 
an Eſcape to others who are equally criminal, 
Anſwer them that you purſue Vice im- 
partially whereſoever you find it, and 
that you follow rhoſe Methods that ma 
moſt effectually reclaim Mankind. Tell 
them that you make no Diſtigction be- 
tween Tranſgreſſors of high or lo- De- 
gree; you put no Difference between the 
Zulley whether they belong to your 
own Party and Profeſſion, or to another. 
Aſſure them that in this Caſe you are 
unwilling to know a Friend or a Bro- 
ther, even as the Sons of Levi when 
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they girt on their Swords in the Camp of 
Iſrael, and conſecrated themſelves that Day 
to the Lord, every Man upon his Compani- 
on, bis Neighboar, his Brother and his Son, 


Exod. 3 2. 26, 27 29. But the Apoſtle Jade 
ſeems to direct Jo to make a Difference 
in other reſpects with Compaſſion and 
Fear, treating thoſe more ſeverely that are 
Mackers and Sexſualiſts walking after their 
own ungodly Lufts, Jude 18, 19, 22. The 
very Deſign of the Work of Reformati- 
on ſeemsto require that a Diſtinction be 
made between young and old Offenders, 
between the Baſhful and the Impudent, 
the trembling Tranſgreſſor and the ob. 
ſtinate Wretch that has no Senſe of Guilt 
or Shame: Some may be reclaim'd for” 
ever by one Admonition or Reproof, 
others muſt be ſharply chaſtis*'d to mas 
them feel the Canviflion. Yet it needs 
Divine Prudence to practiſe theſe Dire- 
ions aright ; and ſometimes you mutt 
be forc'd to make no Diſtinction at all 
where Nature and Virtue ſeem to defire 
one, lett the Enemy ſhould take occaſion 
to revile your Conduct. May the God 
of Wiſdom and Counſel be ever near you 
and direct you to purſue your glorious 
Deſigns by the moſt ſucceſsful and unre- 
proachable Methods ! 0 


x 
# 
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(A.) You are charg'd with rempting o- hitt 
thers to ſin that you may accuſe them, But ] dit, 
this Slander is ſo malicious, and fo incon- I ers 
ſiſtent with your Deſign, that your Ene- || He 
mies can perſwade but few to believe it. || yo 
The ſtanding Rules gf your Societies || am 
bear witneſs againſt it, and your conſtant I Vi 
Practice refutes the Lie. Tis eaſy to 
accuſe in general, and fling impudent | w 
Falſhoods in groſs upon the faireſt Re- | Sc 
putation ; but er have made frequent I fil 
and bold Appeals to your Reproachers, I yc 
and none of them have been able to fa- er 
ſten the Charge by any particular Proof Ol 
upon any of the Members of your. 80. 1 
R 
E 
P 
t 
\ 
2 
[ 
| 
| 


cieties. . 
Alffronts and Railings you muſt ſome- 
times expect to meet with, Bleſſed are ye 
when Men ſhall revile you, and ſpeak all 
manner of Evil againſt you falſly for the 
Sake of Chriſt and his Name, rejoice and 
be exceeding. glad, Mat. 5. 11. Bind the 
Reproaches of Chriſt to you, as your Or- 
nament and Glory. Go on dauntleſs 
againſt ſuch Oppoſitions. If you know 
how to encounter theſe I have mention'd 
with Courage, you may contemn all 
the reſt. Adore that God that has 
kept the Honour of your Societies 

| hitherto; 
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hitherto; and ſo ſupported their Cre- 
dit, that the Spite of all the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs, and the Smoak of 
Hell hath not been able to fully 
your Reputation, or ſink your Eſteem 
amongſt the Men of Wiſdom and 
Virtue. | * 
II. Another Diſcouragement you mee 
with proceeds from the Magiſtrates. 
Some of the inferiour Rank refuſe to af 
ſift you in ſeizing the Criminals whom 
you have diſcover d: And ſome in high- 
er Stations that ſhould puniſh the Vici- 
ous, rather brow-beat and diſcountenance 
the Reformers. But our God be praiſed, 
that there are ſome of higher and lower 
Rank that join their Hearts and their 
Hands with yours. Their Zeal and 
Power are engaged in the Wars of 
the Lord againſt Sin : May their Names 
be honour'd upon Earth, and their Re- 
ward be great in Heaven! But let ſuch 
as appear on the Side of Sin bluſh and 
be aſham'd that they ſhould uſe the Au- 
thority which they receive from God, 
to countenance or favour the Enemies 
of his Holineſs : Let them know that 
there is a Higher than the higheſt on 
Earth, that beholds the perverting of Ju- 


4 Ice 


- _ OY 7 n 


* r — Ft — _ 


— Or errno g = 2 - 
—_ — — — 
* 


mall die as Men. 


4 Reformation Sermon. 


ftice and Judgment is 4 Province, Ecclef, 


5. 8. Let them be put in Mind of that 


awful judgment -Seat, before which all 


Mankind muſt ſtand upon a Level; 
where their Commiſſions ceaſe for ever, 
and their diſtinguiſhing Ranks of Place 
and Power are known no more. 'Tho 
it hath been faid, Ye are Gods, yet ye 
Remember therefore 
the Tribunal to which you muſt give up 


an Account of your Magiſtracy. What 


will you ſay ro the Judge, whoſe Eyes 
area Flame of Fire, when he ſhall de- 
mand of you, Did ye indeed ſpeak Rigi. 
teouſueſs on the Earth? Did ye judge 
wprightly, O ye Sons of Men? Pal. 58. 1. 
Have ye ſtood for the Praiſe of them that 
do well, and been a Terror to evil Doers, 
or have you bore the Sword in wain? 
Wherein — ye appeared the Miniſters 
of Goa, if ye have never executed Wrath 
upon him that doth evil ? Rom. 13. 3, 4. 
Then ſhall the Sentence of the Lord go 


forth againſt thoſe that have juſtify*d the 


Wicked for Cowardice or for Covetouſ- 
neſs, For to juſtify the Wicked is an equal 
Abomination in the Sight of God as to con- 
aemn the Righteous, Prov. 17. 15. 


III. 
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of Money in the Proſecution of 
Vice thro? the Courts of Juſtice, is more 
than your private Circumſtances will 
bear. This I conteſs is a Diſcouragement 
to ſome, but we may find ſome Relief 
for it. Tis true you are not to negle& 
the neceſſary Duties that you owe to 
our Families, and let your own Houſe- 
bold ſtarve, while you are endeavouring 
to ruin the Houſhold of Satan. But 
there are many Leiſure-Hours of Life 
that may be employed in this holy War- 
fare; and the Time ſpent in this Service 
will turn to good Account in the Days of 
Eternity. As for the Expence of Money 
which is neceſſary to carry on this War, 
there are ſome Hundreds of Gentlemen 
and Ladies in the preſent Aſſembly, that 
can anſwer this Objection much better 
than I. My belt Method of anſwer) 
it, is but to perſwade you, my honour 
Friends, to attempt and try what you 
can do towards it. One Line under your 
Hands, or a ſingle em in your Will, is 
an Anſwer more to the purpoſe than 
whole Sheets of my Writing, or than if 
I ſhould continue my Diſcourſe till the 
Sun go down. The Charge of the Pro- 
| | a ſecution 
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ſecution of lewd Houſes is very great, as 
Pm inform'd, and had the Societies more 
Aſſiſtance of this kind the Reformation 
would be carry*'d on more ſenſibly. Let 
me addreſs the richer part of this Audi- 
ence! Will it not be a joyful Proſpect on 
your dying Bed to think thar the Battle 
grows ſtrong againſt Sin when your 
Heads lie low in the Duſt, and that by 
Means of the Sinews you have added to 
the War in your laſt Teſtament? Will 
it not be a hopeful Evidence of your Ha- 
tred of Sin, that you contend againſt it 
even in the Grave, and maintain an ever- 
laſting Fight? 

IV. The Danger and Risk of Life in 
this Cauſe is another Diſcouragement: 
But was there ever any War without 
Danger, or Victory without Courage? 
Beſides, the Perils you run here are al- 
moſt infinitely leſs than thoſe which at- 
tend the Wars of Nations, where the 
Cauſe is not half ſo divine. The Fields 
of Battle in Flanders and almoit all over 
Europe have drunk up the Blood of Mil- 
lions, and have turniſh'd Graves for 
large Armies; but it can hardly be ſaid 
that you have hitherto veſiſted unto Blogp 
ſtriving againit zin Heb. 12. 4. In a 
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War 


War of more than twelve Years Conti- 


of Salvation upon your Heads. Some 


rance and Safety, when you have been 
beſet by Numbers, and their Rage has 
kindled into Reſolutions of Revenge: 
the Lord has taken away their Courage 
in a Moment, the Men of Might have 
not found their Hands; thus he has caus d 
even the Wrath of Man to PMlſe him, and 


Pſal. 76. 5, 10. Read over this Pſalm, 


and with divine Valout purſue the Fight. 


in I But if your Life ſhould be loft in ſuch a 
ur Ftyrdom in the Sight of God, and ſhall 


al- the Wars of the Lord. Believe me, theſe 
at” Fred Lines will look well in the Records 
of Heaven, when the Judgment ſhall be 
ſet, and the Books opened in the Face of 
Men and Angels. 

The Fourth Head of my Diſcouſe ſhall 
d Haddreſs you with ſome Hints of Encou- 
u ragement, and I ſhall not much enlarge 


op upon them, ſince a Review of the excel- 


lent Sermons that have been publiſh'd on 
| 9 this 
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ore ¶ guance there has hut one Mag fallen. 
on The Providence of God has put Helmets 


of you can relate Wonders of Delive- 


the remainder of Wrath he hath reſtrained, 


Cauſe as this, it will be eſteem'd Mar- 


be thus written down in the Book 4 | 
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io e me Ma. 2 
gor to promote this es 
ming Work, this War with: National 
DAQUITCS, 


= onſider, Fixſt, What abundant Suc- 
cels you have alrgady had in theſe pious 
Labours; you have ſeen part of your 
Hopes galready accompliſh'd. Wicked- 
neſs is put out of Countenance: Impiety 
is not ſo publick as once it was, nor 
Religion ſo much affronted: We may] 
now walk ti whole Length of the City, I b. 
and our Ears not be afflicted with one 
Oath or Blaſphemy. There are not fo 
many. Violations - of Decency in the 
Streets, nor Inroads upon. Modeſty and 
Honour. Virtue is not ſo much aſham'd 
to appear as once it was, nor afraid to 
wear its own Colours. The Remain- 
der of your Work is attended with 
er Eaſe: You have been ſucceſsful 
in the firſt Onſet, proceed then with 
Pleaſure, and finl 1 the glorious: War, 


Spirits and 


Let others be encouraged to liſt them» 
ſelves in this Service, which is now 
grown more tolerable ſince the Fore- 
runners haye broke down the ſtrongeſt 
Bars of Difficulty, have made rough Ways 
plain for thoſe that follow, and Rae 

orn 


reer. 


born the Burden and Hat of the Day. 
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Conſider again what an Influence you 
have had to ſave the Nation from vver- 
flowing Iniquities, and perhaps alſo from 
overflowing Scourges. Surely you re 
been ſome of thoſe that have mourii in 

tions that were 


ſecret for all the Abo 
done in former Years i the midſt of the 


Land, and no doubt there is a divine 
Mart ſer upon your Foreheads, which the 


en 
in a ſhall read, if ever he 
thro" the midſt of the City to ſlay. 
utterly the old and the young, Ezek. 9. 4- 
But ye have been ſome of thoſe that hi- 
therto have ſtood in the Breach, as Phi- 
nean did, when the Anger of the Lord has 
been breaking in upon the Camp of our 
Hal. Te have been zealous for his Name 
ate. Ye have executed Judgment, and 
turd away the Wrath of the Lord, Numb. 
25. 11. And as we have Reaſon to be- 
keve your Intereſt in the Court of Heg- 
ven has been conſiderable on the Peace 
of the Nation; fo it is unknown what 
Yluable Service ye have done for parti- 
afar Souls. Perhaps there are ſome that 
bleſs God at this Day for the firſt inward 
Convictions of Sin which they received = 
by your providential Diſcovery of their 
5 | D 2 Vices. 
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Vices. Per there are ſome now .1n pers 
Heaven, whole ſtupid Conſciences' you ſacl 
firſt awaken'd, and made them more ſuſ-· Ih. 
ceptive of the Impreſſions of the Goſpel. I 
Goon then according to the Advice off t 
Solon, Prov. 23, 13, 14. With-hold not 
Correction from the Child, for if thou beateſt 
him with the Rai le ſhall not die. Thon 
ſhalt beat him with the Rod, and ſhalt deli- 
ver his Soul from Hell, Go on with this 
Deſign to convert the Sinner from the Er- 
ror of his way, Thus ſhall ye-ſave h Soul 
from Death, and by the Diſcavery of a 
few ye ſhall hide 4 Multitude of Sins, 
J. 20. "Io 
Conſider that you are ngaged on the 
Side of God, you are fighting his Battles, 
and the Inſcription of your Banner is Je- 
hovab-piſſi.T hink on the high Honour that 
he hath beſtow'd upon you by tranſlating i 
you out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs into 
the Kingdom of his dear Son, and employ- 
ing you in this Service. Remember that 
ye were once on the Side of Sin, and 
Rebels againſt Heaven, alienated from 
the Life of God, and Enemies in your Minds 
by wicked Works, Coloſ. 1. 21. O Give 
him the Glory of his reconciling and re- 
newing Grace; and when you behold Sin- Fj 
: | ners 
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in hers wallowing in their Pollutions, let 
you ach of you cry out with Wonder and 
ſuſ· Hhankfulneſs, Lord, who or what am 
pel. I, that thou ſhouldſt draw me out of 
2 of that Sink of Sin in which the World 
not dwells! that thou ſhouldſt pluck me as 
ateſt a Brand out of the Fire! that thou 
[hou ſhouldſt make ſo ſweet a Difference 
deli-F betwixt me and others, who am by 
this Nature a Child of Wrath, even as 
Er- they | O-why was not J ſuffer'd to run 
Soul to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, and be ex- 
f af pos'd to the ſame Puniſhment and 
Shame! While zou are endeavouring 
0 reclaim, others, let your Hearts offer 
wan a grateful Sacrifice of Praiſe to 
od for your ſelves: adore his reſtrain 
fe Merey and recovering Love. This will 
that Maintain a right Frame of 8 irit within 
ting ou, and a true Tenderneſs for the Souls 
into pf thoſe whom you puniſh: Reſt nor ell 
loy- Jou enjoy the brighteſt and moſt delights 
that jul Evidences of regenerating Grace in 
and Four own Souls; this will make all your 
from future Labouts for God more abundant. 
id Ny pleaſagt and eaſy. % 


| te- | Conſider alſo that God is engag'd & 
Sin- hour Side. uten 
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he ſends his Miniſters, his Goſpel, an 
his Spirit to reform the Nature of Me 
and to deſtroy Sin from the Earth. BK 
often upon your Knees with your Hand 
Aifted up to Heaven, and engage thi 
ee of er Pre 2 wit 
u: proceed and pray heartily for you 

| | nook Succeſs: wreltle wich God by Sur 
plication, that Sin his Enemy may be q. 
wercome, and the Sinner whom you pre 
ſecute may be reducd to Piety, an 
ved. in che Day of the Lord. Let thi. 
Hand of Prayer never hang down whi 
the Rod of Battle lifted up again 
Amualek, for tis only by divine Aſſiſtanc 
that e can prevail. Ye have che H 
of the Lord upon you for your Hnοο 
-Fagemetit, and the Hearts and Prayers 
i good Men with you, tho you haven 
- - Alltheir Hands, There was a bitter Curl; 
old progounc'® by an Angel again 
MHeroz, meerly for a Negle@, of the Din 
vine Warfare, I pray heartily that it ma 
ght on none of our Heads : Judg. 5. 2. 
Cuſſe ye Meroz, ( ſaid the Angel of R 

Lord) Curſe ye bitterly the Ivwnbitan 

thereof, becauſe they came not to the Help H 
ie Lora, to the Help of the Lord gain, 
 #remighty, "Tis much more pleaſant 1h; 
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e to read the Bleſſing that follows, and 
pply it with a little Variation to our 
Preſent 9 ver. 24, 26. Bleſſed above 
amen (hall AN NE our Sovereign be x 
leſſed ſpall ſhe be above Women in the Tens, 
on the Throne. She puts her Head f 
De Work of Reformation, and ber Right 
nd lifts up the Rod of God againſt 
rofaneneſs and Immorality. Hleſſed 
re all thoſe that aſſiſt her in this Work, 
cording to their ſeveral Ranks and Ca- 
Macities. My Heart and the Hearts of all 
y Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry, 
re towards the Governours of this City 
hat offer themſelves willingly among ſt 1 
People for this Service. Bleſs ye the Lord, 


er. 9. A” 
Conſider in 2 laſt Place for your 925 
Fouragement, t are d on the 
Pide of certain Vigory, for Sin muſt ba 
leſtroy'd for ever. The old Serpent 
hat deceives the Nations muſt be caſt 
ut, The new Heavens and the new 
Warth muſt appear, wherein dwells 
Righteouſneſs. It was doubtleſs an en- 
ouraging Word to the Jſraelites in all tha 
'roubles that ever they met with from 
Imaleck in following Ages, that the Lord 
mſelf would have War with that People from 
, ' . ene. 
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Generation to Generation, and "that the 
Name of Amalek ſhould. be blotted out from 


mam Crowns, Rev. 19. 12, 15. Ceaſe” 


—— 


under Heaven, Tho Amalek be the fir#t 
of the Nations, yet his latter End ſhall be 
that he periſh for ever, Numb. 24: 20. 
Therefore the Commiſſion of the Lord to 
Saul ran thus, 1 Sam. 15. 18, 19. Go, and 
utterly aeſtroy the Sinners the Amalekites, 
And. fig ht ag ainſt them until they be conſum d. 
Wherefore then do we not ariſe and obey 
the Voice of the Lord, and contend a- 

inſt obſtinate Sinners under the Banner 
of our bleſſed Redeemer? Aſſurance of 
Conqueſt ſhould give Spirits and Cou- 
rage for the Battle. Whoſoever make | 
War with the Lamb, the Lamb ſhall over- 
come them, for he is Lord of Lords and” 
Ning of Ring,, Rev. 17. 14. Out of his 
Mouth goes 4 ſharp Sword to ſmite the Na- 
tions. of the ungodly, and on his Head are 


not then to lift up your Hands againſt | 
Iniquity till it be blotted out from un- 
der Heaven. Be ye faithful to the Death 


in maintaining the War with Sin, and ye 


ſhall receive a Crown of Life and Righ- 
teouſneſs. Amen. 4.5 Goh 
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